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A Note from the Headteacher

THANKFULNESS
”Praise the Lord.
Give thanks to the Lord,
For he is good;
His love endures forever.”

Psalm 106:1

Dear Parents and Carers,
This week, we have been reflecting on our Christian value of Thankfulness, and it has made me think
about just how much we have to be thankful for here at Cradley School and Nursery.
We are incredibly fortunate to have such wonderful school grounds, which provide our children with
so many opportunities to play, explore, learn and grow. But what makes Cradley truly special is the
people who make up our school family.
I am thankful for our dedicated staff, who go above and beyond every day to care for, support and
nurture our children. I am thankful for our parents, who support us in so many different ways, and for
our wonderful volunteers, who generously give their time to make our school an even better place.
From our Gardening Club volunteers, who help our children care for and appreciate the world around
them, to those who support our Teeny Tots and Forest School activities, there are so many people
who quietly make a huge difference. Whether it is helping with an event, sharing a skill, giving up an
hour of their time or simply offering a word of encouragement, every contribution matters.
And, of course, I am thankful for our children, who bring so much joy, enthusiasm and individuality to
our school each day.
I am really looking forward to our Open Morning and Ground Force Morning this Saturday, 17th
October, from 10am until 12 noon. This will be a lovely opportunity to welcome families and members
of our community into school, celebrate all that makes Cradley special and work together to give our
wonderful grounds a little extra care and attention. There will be activities for the children, including
Forest School and sports on the playground, as well as coffee and cake. Whether you can lend a
hand for the whole morning or just pop in for a short while, we would love to see you.
As a small school, we rely on the kindness, generosity and support of our community, and I never
take that for granted.
Our Christian vision reminds us that we are all created to do amazing things, and I see that lived out
in so many ways across our school every day.
Thank you for being part of our Cradley family. We really do have so much to be thankful for!
Have a great weekend,
God Bless,
Mrs Jones
Headteacher
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17 Oct - Open Morning and Ground Force Day

19 Oct - KS2 to Storytelling Festival

20 Oct - School Photos

20 & 21 Oct - Parents Evening

22 Oct - Teeny Tots, 10.00-11.30am (every Thursday)

22 Oct - KS1 to Storytelling Festival

22 Oct - Oak Class to Private Peaceful

23 Oct - Marshmallow Friday, 3.15pm

23 Oct - Finish for Half-term 

2 Nov - Back to school

4 Nov - Cheese and Wine Evening, 6.30pm

5 Nov - Y5/6 Mixed Football Tournament @ Herefordshire FA

6 Nov - Forest School Tots, 10.30am-12.00pm (every other Friday)

13 Nov - Children In Need

Calendar Dates

School Lunches

Here is the
menu for this
term. Orders

should be
placed on

Arbor. Please
order for the

following week
by midnight on
the Wednesday
before. A text

reminder will be
sent. Thank

you.



Clubs
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These are the clubs on offer this term. Please note that some are running for half
the term and others are for the whole term.
Clubs will start on Monday 14  September and will end on Friday 11  December
2026.

th th

Please sign your child up on Arbor under Activities/Clubs.

Attendance

Well done to Sycamore Class who have had 97.86% attendance this week. They
will look after the Attendance Bear next week!
Please can we remind parents that arrivals after 8.50am are counted as late and
are included in attendance figures.

Maple Class           95.38%
Sycamore Class    97.86%
Birch Class            96%
Oak Class              97.62%
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Don’t forget that our latest Scholastic Book Club is now online at
https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-2H6FMCHV. There are hundreds of fantastic

children’s books to choose from, and every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club
will earn 20p for our school in Scholastic Rewards.

Please place your order online by October 23rd, 2026.

https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-2H6FMCHV
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Musical Instrument Lessons

We are fortunate to have two music teachers who visit school to teach a variety of
instruments. If your child is interested in learning to play an instrument please contact

the teacher directly.

Guitar Lessons

Guitar, Ukulele and Bass Guitar lessons are
currently available at school.

Music lessons are a great way to help
children’s creativity.

Music lessons improve memory, attention
and language skills and also help boost

confidence.
Also, learning an instrument is fun!

Lessons take place in school on Tuesdays in
term time.

Please call or text teacher Mark Leedham
(Encore Music Service) on 07813 643175 or
email markleedham@yahoo.co.uk if your son

or daughter would be interested in taking
lessons.
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FoCS Newsletter: Easyfundraising - a free and easy way to 
support Cradley School this term- see below for more 
information or scan the QR code.

Christmas Shopping
Starting your Christmas shopping? Make every purchase count! When you shop

online with participating high-street retailers through Easyfundraising, you can raise
free donations for FoCS at absolutely no extra cost to you. It only takes a few minutes

to sign up, so please join today and help turn your festive shopping into valuable
funds for our school. See below for more information.

🎁🎄

Cradley Church Christmas Fair – We Need You! 🆘
FoCS would love to have a stall at this year’s Cradley Church Christmas Fair on
Saturday 5 December 2026—but we need your help to make it happen! This is a

fantastic opportunity to showcase the work we do and raise vital funds for our school.
Could you spare some time to support the stall on the day? Every offer of help will

make a real difference, no matter how small and help ensure FoCS can take part. If
you can volunteer, please speak to a member of the FoCS team or contact reception.

Thank you! 🎄💛

 🍵Marshmallow Friday 🍵
Join us afterschool on Friday 23  October from 3pm where the FoCS team will be

selling hot chocolate and treats, bring cash 😊
rd

🎄 Christmas Wreath Making Evening🎄
After last year’s Christmas Wreath Making evening sold out, we are delighted to be

bringing it back for another year! Join us on Friday 27  November 2026 at 6.30pm at
Cradley School for a festive evening of creativity. Friends and family are very

welcome too. Please see the poster below for full details.

th

🚨Limited Tickets Left🚨

Keep up to date with our latest news, reminders and events by joining our Friends of
Cradley Church of England Primary School (FoCS) Facebook page.

Friends of Cradley School (FoCS)
News
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/3965649193673684/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3965649193673684/
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Support FoCS while you shop online

Did you know you can raise free donations for Friends of Cradley School simply by
doing your usual online shopping? Easy Fundraising is a quick and simple way to

support the school, and it will not cost you a penny.

Hundreds of well-known retailers donate when you shop online through Easy
Fundraising.

✅ Sign up through the Easy Fundraising app or website
✅ Choose Friends of Cradley School as your cause

✅ Shop as normal
✅ FoCS receives a donation to help support the children

🔗 Ready to start? Sign up here:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?

char=47592&invite=s84dvt&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral

📱 Top tip: Enable the donation reminder on your phone or device so you never miss
a contribution.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Every donation, volunteer hour and
shared post helps make a real difference to our school community.

💛 Join the FoCS family
We are always excited to welcome new faces. Whether you can help at the odd event,
share ideas, or would like to become more involved, we would love to have you with

us.

 If you would like to know more, please speak to Cass, Charlotte or Verity, or pop by
reception for a chat.

No experience is needed — just enthusiasm, a little time when you can spare it, and a
willingness to get involved.

🌈 Wishing everyone a wonderful term ahead

With thanks, Cass, Charlotte & Verity

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=47592&invite=s84dvt&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=47592&invite=s84dvt&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
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Stars Of The Week

Arianwen
Alpha for increased independence during meal times.
Archie K for being inclusive to all children in nursery during
his play.

Friendship Award

Stars Of The Week

Friendship Award

Star Of The Week

Friendship Award

Star Of The Week

Friendship Award

Star Of The Week

Friendship Award

Star Of The Week

Headteacher Award

Liora-May
Deklan for making good choices in school.

Evie
Pryia for a great effort with her learning and taking part in
class lessons this week.

Ruby
Billy-Joe for taking so much care in all of his learning,
especially handwriting.

Cherish
Bethany for her overall ambition and excellence in school.

Kenny for a great improvement in attendance this year.

Nursery

Maple Class

Sycamore Class

Birch Class

Oak Class



Rainbow Readers
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As part of Reading For Pleasure these children have received a book each today.
They have 5 times a week for 5 weeks and so could choose a book to take home!

Well done to all of them.



Nursery
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Autumn has well and truly arrived, with lots of leaves on the ground and the
mornings getting chillier. On our walk around forest school the children have

enjoyed stomping through and kicking the crispy leaves whilst searching for the
numbered pumpkins. Once they had all been found the children had to work
together to see if they could put the pumpkins into the correct number order.

They have enjoyed sensory trays based around Autumn themes and have
explored a variety of different textures and smells as they have poured and filled
the beans and lentils, made shapes out of the orange play dough and retold the

story of Pumpkin Soup using a variety of props.



Maple Class
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This week in Maple Class we have been learning all about doctors and dentists and
the important roles they play in keeping us healthy. In RE, we shared the story of The
Precious Pearl and painted our own little boxes. We talked about the precious things

we might keep inside them and why these things are special to us.



Sycamore Class
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Birch Class
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Birch Class ended their Spanish unit by performing with their puppets to recreate a
Spanish festival about kings and queens. 



Oak Class
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This week Oak Class have been exploring air resistance. The pupils have been
carrying out experiments on how to change air resistance test results with their

parachute designs. 
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